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“It’s called ‘reading’. It’s how people
install new software into their brains”

This week we will talk about Ed tech: its
history, benefits and limitations. We will
discuss the best ways of infegrating tech
into the classroom and building a
successful tech program. Stay tuned!

Before having a look at the resources,
take a moment to reflect on your
personal position as regards tech in
education. Share your views with us!
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Brief history of tech & ed
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Students through

gl —Education : oo+ The Evolution of ee ¢
& Technology Learning Technologies

The hurman deire to be taught new
hanged, yet the way

Human beings have always been seekers of knowledge. The
minute we discover something new, we want to share it with
others and move onto the next achievement. Since the
beginning of recorded history (and probably before) we have
always strived to discover the mysteries of the planet. of Earth
and of ourselves. How has learning evolved over the course of
human history and what might the future hold for us? Follow
our time traveller on his journey through time and space.

5th — 4t Ancient
Century Bc Greece ,COStly
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hitp://www.edudemic.com/a-guick-look-at-
the-history-of-education-technology/

http://www.opencolleges.edu.au/informed/fe
atures/the-evolution-of-learning-technology/
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Benefits of tech

INn education

TECHNOLOGY IN EDUCATION

L FUTURE
BENEFITS

OF TECH INED

why is technelogy important in education?

Technology

in the field of
education
can be a
powerful tool

You )

https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=kMil http://elearinginfographics.com/the-
. ] ] ] importance-of-technology-in-education-

3DoDBAM infographic/
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Thursaay

Will tech revolutionize ed?

SOMETIMES THE QUESTIONS
ARE COMPLICATED AND THE

ANSWERS ARE SIMPLE.

hitps://www.youtube.com/watch2v=-
2d4IHAE?Fo

http://ideas.ted.com/2014/09/03/theres-no-
app-for-good-teaching/

http://gjjuliani.com/shifting-ed-tech-narrative/
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Build your tech program

htt

0://www.huf
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successful b 6329300.html

G PATH AND PACE

Qlll |

COMPETENCY-BASED
PERSONALIZED

STRETCHING TIME AND PLACE

DEGREE OF INDIVIDUALIZATION
COHORT-BASED ———————> INDIVIDUALIZED

LITTLE ——————————> EXTENSIVE ~————> TRANSFORMING
USE OF DIGITAL LEARNING STRATEGIES

http://gettingsmart.com/2014/06/moving-

towards-next-generation-learning/
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Next Steps

http://www.wise-gatar.org/education-
fechnology-classrooms-jordan-shapiro
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Sunday
Word order matters

Based on Rogers' diffusion of innovations model, today’s teachers are urged to become
early adopters of educational technology for the benefit of their students. However,
instead of worrying about where in the adoption curve each instructor fits in; educators
should become familiar with the main factors that influence the adoption of an
innovation in the first place. In fact, it is precisely the discussion of these factors that help
people cross the chasm and become adopters, as shown in the following picture:
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RESOLUTION
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AND ‘ gé
CREATIVITY a Inspirediby
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Source: http://www.inflexion-point.com/Blog/bid/72236/Research-Proves-That-Most-Customers-Prefer-Certainty-to-Creativity
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According to Rogers, the evaluation of an innovation’'s competence takes into account
ifs:

o Relative advantage

o Compatibility with existing values and practices
o Simplicity and ease of use
o

Trialability (The extent to which the innovation can be tested or experimented with
before a commitment to adopt is made)

o Observability (The extent to which the innovation provides tangible results)

History shows that education has always been aided by tools. Moreover, most teachers
agree that technology has the potential to motivate and improve students’ skills if used
with a sound purpose in mind. However, many instructors are not using technology in their
classrooms as much as they could simply because they lack confidence. Most educators
have been ftricked into thinking that EdTech is all about complex technology and
gadgets, strange acronyms or mission impossible tasks. Nevertheless, taking a closer look
at the concept, it is evident that the educational part goes first. And the fact is that there
is nobody like a teacher to see the real educational value of something! Believe it or not,
this is much simpler than most people think.

o First, choose a technology you find relevant to the learning objectives you have
designed and that is compatible with your values and practices. Remember to select
something that does not represent an impossible or has a long learning curve. Take
info account that context matters and the person who knows best about your
students’ needs is you.

o Second, fry it out and check its results. Take time to evaluate if the tool you have
chosen helped students achieve the learning objectives and if it provided functional
improvement.

o Finally, join others and share your experience. Being part of network of educators

interested in the topic is probably the most encouraging way to start and it has the
extra benefit of learning from their experiences!
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If you follow these three simple steps, you will be able to innovate your teaching
practice and improve your students’ learning experience, one tool at a time. But
most importantly, you will develop a solid judgment of Ed Tech in practical ways.
This is essential as most teachers do not have proper training or much saying as
regards the school’s policy on the subject. So, the key is to just start where you are
and with what you already have. There are many free useful resources to help you
out. That is, after all, Next Step Forward’s purpose...

And hopefully, we serve you well. ©
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